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REPORT. 


Gentlemen, 

The  following  is  my  report  for  the  year  1897. 

The  Union  consists  of  25  parishes,  with  an  area  of 
49,350  acres,  and  a population,  according  to  the  census 
of  1891,  of  20,564.  It  is  divided  into  two  Registration 
Di.stricts.  The  Wickford,  which  comprises  the  parishes 
of  Basildon,  North  Benfleet,  Bowers  Gifford,  Great 
Burstead,  Downham,  Laindon  and  Lee  Chapel, 
Nevendon,  Pitsea,  Ramsden  Grays,  Ramsden  Bellhouse, 
Vangc,  and  Wickford,  with  a population  of  4,854.  The 
Brentwood,  which  consists  of  the  remaining  parishes  of 
the  Union,  with  a population  of  15,710. 


The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year 
was  457.  Of  these  319  were  in  the  Brentwood 
District,  160  boys  and  159  girls  ; and  138  in  the 
Wickford  District,  66  boys  and  72  girls.  Of  those  in 
the  Wickford  District  5 were  born  in  the  Workhouse. 


The  number  of  deaths  registei’ed  was  448.  Of 
these  60  occurred'  in  the  Wickford  District,  32  in  the 
Workhouse,  208  in  the  Asylum,  1 at  the  Barracks  at 
Warley,  1 at  the  London  Board  School,  2 at  the 
Hackney  School,  and  141  in  the  Brentwood  District. 


These  returns  give  a death  rate  of  13'9  per  thousand 
of  population,  and  a birth  rate  of  26-5.  In  calculating 
this  the  various  public  institutions,  with  the  exception 
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of  the  Union-house,  are  not  included,  and  no  allowance 
is  made  for  any  increase  of  population  since  the  census 
of  1891. 

The  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age  were 
28  in  the  Brentwood  District  and  14  in  the  Wickford. 

Compared  with  births,  these  deaths  in  children 
under  one  year  of  age  give  an  infantile  mortality  in  the 
Brentwood  District  of  1 in  1D3  or  87’7  per  thousand  of 
births,  and  in  the  Wickford  District  1 in  9'8  or  101’4 
per  thousand  of  births.  The  two  districts  combined 
give  a mortality  of  91'9  per  thousand. 

Of  deaths  at  advanced  age  there  were  in  the 
Brentwood  District  9 between  80  and  90  and  2 over  90, 
the  oldest  being  98.  In  the  Asylum  there  were  6 
between  80  and  90  and  1 at  95.  In  the  Wickford 
District  there  were  3 between  80  and  90,  and  in  the 
Workhouse  5 between  80  and  90  and  2 over  90,  the 
oldest  being  96. 

The  following  tables  will  show  the  ages  at  which 
death  occurred  and  the  diseases  causing  death  : — 
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The  deaths  from  the  eight  principal  zymotic  diseases 
amounted  to  24.  They  occurred  seven  in  the  Wickford 
and  12  in  the  Brentwood  Districts,  four  in  the  Asylum, 
and  one  in  the  Barracks  at  Warley.  The  eight  princi- 
pal zymotic  diseases  are  as  follows,  and  with  them  is 
given  the  number  of  deaths  they  respectively  caused  : — 
Smallpox,  0 ; Scarlatina,  2;  Diphtheria,  4 ; Typhoid 
Fever,  3 ; Erysipelas,  3 ; Whooping  Cough,  2 ; Measles, 
0 ; Diarrhoea,  10. 

Consumption  caused  36  deaths,  as  follows  : — Three 
in  the  Workhouse,  five  in  the  Wickford  District,  nine 
in  the  Brentwood  District,  and  19  in  the  Asylum. 

14  deaths  were  attributed  to  Influenza. 

Cancer  caused' 23  deaths — seven  in  males  and  16  in 
females.  Of  these,  nine  were  in  the  Brentwood  District, 
seven  in  the  Wickford  District,  three  in  the  Work- 
house,  and  four  in  the  Asylum. 

151  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  were  notified  duringr 
the  year.  They  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 
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Number  of  such  Cases  Removed  from  their  Homes  for  Treatment 
IN  Isolation  Hospital. 
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The  distribution  of  these  cases  will  go  a long  way 
to  show  the  influence  the  density  of  the  population  has 
on  the  spread  of  epidemic  diseases.  The  Wickford 
District,  with  a population  of  4,854,  inclusive  of  the 
Union-house,  had  only  13  cases  notified,  or  one  in  373'3 
of  the  population,  while  the  Brentwood  District,  with  a 
population  of  12,394,  had  one  in  127‘7  notified,  or  very 
nearly  three  times  as  many.  There  was  an  extensive 
outbreak  of  Scarlatina  in  April  in  the  Loudon  School 
Board  School,  at  Shenfield,  when  21  cases  were  notified 
in  a few  days,  and  there  were  20  other  cases  in  the 
succeeding  eight  months  of  the  year  in  the  same  school. 
All  the  cases  were  immediately  removed  as  they  arose 
to  one  of  the  Metropolitan  Fever  Hospitals.  The  origin 
of  the  first  outbreak  could  not  be  arrived  at,  but  re- 
pairs and  works  of  different  kinds  were  going  on,  and 
it  seemed  probable  that  the  disease  had  been  introduced 
by  someone  of  the  work  people.  The  disease  from  time 
to  time  cropped  up  during  the  year,  and  the  outbreak 
in  November  certaiul}’-  seemed  to  have  some  relation 
to  the  return  of  some  of  the  boys  to  the  school  after 
discharge  from  hospital.  There  were  also  faults 
connected  with  the  school  itself,  notably  the  want  of  a 
building  for  isolation  purposes.  I am  glad  to  say  this 
is  in  process  of  being  remedied,  and  a building  will 
shortly  be  erected,  to  which  all  suspicious  cases  can  be 
at  once  removed. 

The  56  cases  in  the  remainder  of  the  Sanitary 
District  were  spread  over  the  year,  and  were  distributed 
in  six  parishes,  Brentwood,  South  Weald,  and  Shenfield 
taking  all  the  cases  but  seven.  They  occurred  in  29 
families,  and  in  five  of  these  families  there  were  21 
cases  ; in  20  other  families  there  was  only  a single 
case  in  each  family. 

The  12  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  ten  families 
in  five  parishes.  The  sanitary  surroundings  in  six 
cases  were  bad — two  cases  occurred  in  a caravan  ; and 
one  case  was  imported.  In  the  remainder  there  was 
no  definite  cause. 
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Eighteen  cases  of  Typhoid  were  reported,  three  of 
which  proved  fatal.  They  occurred  in  14  parishes, 
and  were  all  in  the  last  six  months  of  the  year.  Four 
were  imported  cases  ; in  five  the  sanitary  surroundings 
were  bad  ; in  six  there  was  no  assignable  cause  ; two 
were  attributed  to  bad  smells  away  from  home  ; and 
one  case  arose  from  nursing  a case  of  typhoid. 

The  one  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  was  attributed  to 
injury  received  bringing  on  premature  confinement. 

The  District  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases  has 
been  occupied  the  whole  year — at  one  time  there  were 
as  many  as  15  cases  of  scarlatina  in  the  wards. 
Altogether  51  cases  were  admitted — 46  scarlatina,  one 
diphtheria,  four  typhoid.  The  arrangements  at  the 
Hospital  have  been  altered,  and  in  place  of  a man  and 
his  wife  we  have  now  two  nurses.  The  latter  arrange- 
ment has  worked  more  satisfactorily,  and  is  in  every 
way  better  for  the  nursing  and  comfort  of  the  patients. 
I regi’et  very  much  that  one  of  the  under  nurse.s 
contracted  typhoid  fever  and  died.  She  was  very 
attentive  to  her  duties,  and  pi-omised  to  make  a good 
nurse.  This  was  the  only  case  that  terminated  fatally 
in  the  Hospital.  The  average  duration  of  scarlatina 
cases  in  hospital  was  37  days,  of  typhoid  41  days,  and 
of  diphtheria  24  days.  In  no  case  was  there  an  out- 
break of  fever  after  a patient  had  been  returned  to  his 
home. 

The  usual  inspections  of  the  Cowsheds,  Dairies, 
Slaughter  and  Lodging  Houses  have  been  made,  and 
as  a rule  there  has  been  little  fault  to  find. 

South  Green  and  Slyce  Gate  arc  still  without  a 
water  supply,  but  the  matter  has  been  before  the 
Authority  on  several  occasions,  and  a very  exhaustive 
report  has  been  sent  in  from  the  Parish  Council.  After 
considering  this,  the  District  Council  have  taken  the 
first  step  towards  securing  a suitable  site  for  a water 
supply.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  long-needed  supply 
will  now  be  provided,  and  that  there  will  be  in  addition 
sufficient  for  certain  public  purposes  in  Billericay,  viz.  : 
watering  the  streets  and  flushing  the  sewers.  There 
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may  also  be  sufficient  to  supply  some  or  all  of  the 
houses  in  the  town  district  that  are  without  a water 
supply  on  the  premises.  There  are  about  60  such 
houses. 

The  supply  at  the  public  well  at  Wickford  continues 
to  be  ample,  but  during  the  year  there  have  from  time 
to  time  been  complaints  of  scarcity  of  water  from  all 
the  other  deep  public  wells  in  the  district,  viz.,  North 
Benfleet,  Pitsea,  and  Grays  Hill,  and  several  deep 
wells  the  property  of  different  owners  have  also  been 
short  of  water. 

A considerable  number  of  houses  have  in  the  last 
few  jears  been  erected  in  the  parishes  of  Basildon, 
Vange,  and  Pitsea,  the  only  water  supply  for  which 
is  obtained  from  the  roofs  and  from  a well  at  Vange 
Wharf,  a distance  of  at  least  a third  of  a mile  from  the 
nearest  newly  erected  house.  Land-selling  in  small 
plots  is  still  actively  going  on  in  these  parishes,  and 
before  long  some  public  supply  will  have  to  be  pro- 
vided, as  thex’e  are  no  land  springs,  and  consequently 
the  cost  of  providing  a water  supply  for  each  house  is 
quite  prohibitive.  There  is  a well  on  Mr.  Curtis’s 
property  at  Vange,  about  750  ft.  deep,  and  the  supply 
is  ample : possibly  some  arrangement  might  be  made 
by  which  a supply  for  parts  of  Vange  and  Pitsea  might 
be  obtained  from  this  source.  There  is  also  a deep 
well  at  Vange  Barge  which  might  be  utilised,  and  in 
connection  with  which  there  was  a correspondence  with 
the  owners  some  years  since. 

* Rain  fell  on  175  days,  the  total  depth  being 
22‘56  inches.  The  greatest  fall  in  24  hours  was  P13 
inches,  on  June  8th.  The  total  rainfall  last  year  was 
‘22’57  inches. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

FRED.  CARTER,  M.D. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  B.D.C. 


* From  observations  by  Colonel  Hranfill. 
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